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Lodgings for every officer ; his name and business written
over his door. In the body is a perspective of seven or
eight large chambers: each is painted with emblems, and
wainscoted with presses with wired doors and crimson
curtains. Over each press, in golden letters, the country
to which the pieces relate, as Angleterre, Allemagne, &e.
Each room has a large funnel of bronze with or moulu, like
a column, to air the papers and preserve them. In short,
it is as magnificent as useful.

From thence I went to see the reservoir of pictures at
M. de Marigny's10. They .are what are not disposed of in
the palaces, though sometimes changed with others. This
refuse, which fills many rooms from top to bottom, is
composed of the most glorious works of Raphael, L. da
Vinci, Giorgione, Titian, Guido, Correggio, &c. Many
pictures, which I knew by their prints, without an idea
where they existed, I found there.

The Due de Nivernois is extremely obliging to me.
I have supped 'at Madame de Bentheim's, who has a very
fine house, and a woful husband. She is much livelier
than any Frenchwoman. The liveliest man I have seen
is the Due de Duras11: he is shorter and plumper than
Lord Halifax, but very like him in the face. I am to sup
with the Dussons on Sunday. In short, all that have
been in England are exceedingly disposed to repay any
civilities they received there. Monsieur de Caraman wrote
from the country to excuse his not coming to see me, as
his wife is on the point of being brought to bed, but begged
I would come to them. So I would, if I was a man-mid-
wife : but though they are easy on such heads, I am not
used to it, and cannot make a party of pleasure of a labour.

10 Abel lYanpois Poisson  (1727-     B&tim&nfo Royaux.

1781), Marqttis de Marigny ; lie was        u Emmanuel FeUcite* (1715-1789),

the brother of Madame de Pompa-     Due de Duras.
dour, and was Direeteur Gttn&ral despole.e le Blanc, Due de la Val-
